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Decluttering is the new selling secret. 
 

As Nationwide report that house prices changed little last 
month, an Expert in Clutter is experiencing an increase in 

requests for help to maximise space as homeowners seek 

ways to maximise the value of their homes.  
 
The story is a familiar one.  A homeowner decides to upsize / downsize and therefore calls in the 

Estate Agent to provide a valuation.  It’s a little on the low side, so they get in another Estate 

Agent. Hum…. Another valuation that is less than they were expecting. 

 

In an attempt to increase the asking price, they ask for feedback.  ‘If you could increase the 

amount of visible space’ they tell them, ‘and show that your spare bedroom is indeed a bedroom 

and not a junk room, then we could increase the valuation by approximately £5,000.’ 

 

The golden rule is simple. Clutter doesn’t sell – other than on ebay. People buy according to light 

and space which does not live happily with clutter. And as Clare Baker of www.clutterclearing.net 

has found in the last 2 years, there’s an increasing realisation with sellers than their home will 

take longer to sell if there’s any visible clutter. And that includes visible clutter when the 

prospective buyer opens a cupboard.  Sadly, ‘hiding’ clutter longer works. 

 

‘There are 2 ways that people are dealing with their clutter in order to increase the probability of 

a sale’ says Clare. ‘They’re either putting things in off site self storage facilities, or getting help to 

declutter. In general, if they plan to move to a bigger home they will put their things in off site 

self storage. If they are downsizing they will declutter. Over the past 2 years we’ve seen more 

people downsize which may explain why we’ve seen an increase for our services.’ 

 

There’s a skill to decluttering with the intention of getting a quicker and higher value sale, 

according to Clare. ‘Too many people view their home as they would see it. You need to imagine 

yourself being the potential buyer.  Just because you don’t use the spare bedroom as a bedroom 

doesn’t mean the potential buyer won’t want to use it as a bedroom. And just because you know 

that you can’t fit a modern day size car in the garage, doesn’t mean the buyer wants to see it 

used as a storage depot.  Demonstrate how someone could use a space so that you are creating 

a space that they want – even if they’re not going to use it.  Consider borrowing someone’s mini 

to put in your garage, a camp bed to put in your spare single bedroom. It will all help increase 

the probability and speed of a sale. 

  

Clare’s 5 top tips for anyone who needs a quick sale and need to declutter are: 

 

1. Think about what space your potential buyer WANTS and how they might want to use 

that space. Don’t assume they have vision – make it obvious for them. 

2. Take this as an opportunity to imagine your next home, even if you haven’t found it 

yet. If you’re downsizing then you are going to have to let go of some of your 

belongings if you want to have space. You can’t fit the contents of a three bedroom 

home into a one bedroom flat. 

3. Stop things coming into your home that you don’t need and won’t use quickly. That 

way anything that you let go of will have a net increase in the amount of space in your 

home. 

4. Ask yourself – which is more important – having the things ‘just in case’ or having 

more space that a potential buyer will pay you for?  You can’t have both and Doctor 

Who is the only person who owns a tardis. 

 

For interviews with Clare Baker, contact Clare Baker on 01295 275030 or 0777 5897955 or 

email: clare@cdc-uk.net  Visit www.clutterclearing.net for more information. 
 

 



About Clare Baker 
 

Clare Baker, Clutter Clearing Clare and BBC Radio regular guest had her own clutter challenge 

back in 2001. By identifying and implementing the process that she now uses with her worldwide 

clients, she was able to clear her clutter and has stayed clutter free ever since. She now helps 

clients around the world by coaching them how to clear their clutter using the same method she 

used.  Clutter Clearing Clare is not only a sought-after Clutter Coach, but has also worked with 

some well known celebrities whose reputations would shrivel if their followers even found out that 

Clare had coached them to clear their clutter. For more information, visit Clare’s website at: 

www.clutterclearing.net  
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Nationwide report:  

 

http://www.nationwide.co.uk/hpi/ 

 

 

About clutterclearing.net 

 

clutterclearing.net is a coaching business that coaches and supports people at a Practical Level to 

Achieve a Permanently Clutter Free and Organised Home using the principles of NLP.  

 

Clare works with people at a practical level in the UK and around the world such as Canada, 

America, New Zealand and Japan without the need to visit their home. 
 


